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Collection Summary

Title J.O. Seth and Oliver Seth Papers

Dates (Inclusive) 1947-1966

Abstract The papers of J. O. Seth (1883-1963) and his son Oliver Seth (1915-1996),
both of whom served on the Managing Board and the Executive Committee of
the School of American Research.

Collection Number AC05

Size 55 file folders in 4 document boxes (1.25 linear feet)

Repository School for Advanced Research

Languages English

Biography

J. O. Seth (1883-1963) was a member of the Managing Board of the School of American Research from 1934-1950.
He was born in Maryland on March 17, 1883, the son of James and Julia (Orem) Seth. He received a law degree from the
University of Virginia in 1903. He married Bernice Grefe on March 15, 1910, and had two sons.

J. O. Seth came to New Mexico from Washington D.C. where he was an attorney in the General Land Office. He
began his law practice in Albuquerque and moved to Santa Fe in 1917. He was the senior partner in the law firm of Seth
and Montgomery.

Oliver Seth (1915-1996) was the son of J. O. and Bernice (Grefe) Seth. He was born in Albuquerque on May 30,
1915, and died on March 27, 1996. He graduated from Stanford University with a B.A. in 1937, and received his law
degree from Yale Law School in 1940. He returned to Santa Fe in 1940 to begin his law practice but his career was
interrupted by service in the U.S. Army from 1940-46. He again returned to Santa Fe where he was in private practice
from 1946-62. He then was appointed by President Kennedy as a judge on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 10th Circuit
in 1962, becoming the Chief Judge from 1977-84. He had senior status on the Court until his death in 1996.

Oliver Seth was elected to the Managing Board of the School of American Research and the Executive Committee in
1950 when his father resigned from the Board. He served as Secretary (1953-1964) and Vice President (1965-1969). In
1973 he was made an Honorary Fellow.

Scope and Content
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J. O. Seth (1883-1963) and his son Oliver Seth (1915-1996) both served on the Managing Board and the Executive
Committee of the School of American Research. The papers include correspondence regarding the School, 1947-66; some
miscellaneous legal papers relating to land, leases, quitclaims, and a variety of other matters; correspondence with
Mitchell Wilder; documents of Executive Committee Meetings, 1951-62; reports from the Museum of New Mexico (Fine
Arts, Anthropology, and Folk Art); some correspondence regarding occupation of the Hewett House; and papers from the
Selection Committee for Museum Director, 1955-1957.

Restrictions

Access Restrictions
The collection is open for research by appointment.

Copy Restrictions
Limited duplication of print materials allowed for research purposes. User is responsible for all copyright compliance.

Preferred Citation

J.O. Seth and Oliver Seth Papers, School for Advanced Research

Processing Information

The smaller AC33 Oliver Seth Collection was merged into AC05 to become what is now the J.O. and Oliver Seth
Papers. The folders previously forming this AC33 collection have been placed at the end of the AC05 files and are now
numbered AC05.39 to AC05.55. Their AC33 file numbers are given in the title of each file.

The SAR correspondence files continue with the files from AC33 which have been integrated into AC05 and are
found at the end of this list. There are three correspondence files, AC05.40, formerly AC33.021, is the first and includes
correspondence from 1962-1963. AC05.41, formerly AC33.022, has correspondence from 1964-1969, and AC05.42,
formerly AC33.023, is the final file and has correspondence from 1970-1973.

Later SAR Executive Committee Meetings records are found with the files from AC33 which have been integrated
into AC05 and are found at the end of this list. Two files include these records: AC05.43, formerly AC33.024, and
AC05.44, formerly AC33.025.

Related Material

For related collections see: AC06, Francis C. Wilson Files; AC07, Parker Wilson Files; and AC14, Boaz Long's paper
concerning the history of the School of American Research.

Access Terms

Albright, Horace M.

Anderson, Arthur J.O.

Archaeological Society of New Mexico.

Bartlett, Florence Dibble, 1882-1954

Black, Frederick

Bradbury, Norris E.

Clark, Herbert W.

Dietrich, Margretta Stewart

Ellis, Bruce T.

Ellis, Fremont

Elvin, Ruth

Ely, Albert G.

Fisher, Reginald
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Gilpin, Laura

Hawke, Rohn

Hewett, Edgar L. (Edgar Lee), 1865-1946

Horgan, Paul, 1903-1995

Keller, W. J.

Kelly, Daniel T., 1886-1988

Kidder, Alfred Vincent, 1885-1963

Laboratory of Anthropology (Museum of New Mexico)

Long, Boaz W. (Walton), 1876-1962

Mauzy, Wayne L., d.1988

McCune, Marshall

Mechem, Edwin L., 1912-2002

Meem, John Gaw, 1894-1983

Montoya, Joseph M., 1915-1978

Morley, Sylvanus G. (Griswold), 1883-1948

Museum of International Folk Art (Museum of New Mexico)

Museum of New Mexico (Santa Fe, N.M.)

School of American Research (Santa Fe, N,M.)

Seth, J.O., 1883-1963

Seth, Oliver, 1915-1996

Spanish Colonial Arts Society, (Santa Fe, N.M.)

Van Soelen, Theodore, 1890-1964

Wasson, Verner

Weber, Dave

Wendorf, Fred, 1925-

Wertz, Joseph B.

Weyer, Edward Moffat, Jr., 1904-1998

White, Amelia Elizabeth, 1878-1972

Wilder, Mitchell A., 1913-1979

Wilson, Parker, 1905-1984

Contents List

Description Container

J. O. Seth's file: SAR correspondence 1947-1948 
Sylvanus G. Morley, Albert G. Ely, Henry J. Hughes, E. Marvin

Buehler, Horace H. Albright, and Boaz Long

Box 1 Folder AC05.01

J. O. Seth's file: SAR correspondence 1949-1950 
Horace H. Albright, Boaz Long, Henry J. Hughes, E. Marvin

Buehler, Florence Dibell Bartlett, Albert G. Ely, Laboratory of
Anthropology, Inc., C. C. Bunch, El Mirador, J. W. Branson, and New
Mexico College of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts

Box 1 Folder AC05.02

J. O. Seth and Oliver Seth's file: SAR correspondence 1951-1955 
Boaz Long, Stuart J. Templeton, Reese Fullerton, La Cuma

Addition, Dr. Branson, El Mirador, Jennie M. Avery, Henry J. Hughes,
Albert G. Ely, Governor’s Mansion, Mr. Dendahl, Edwin L. Mechem,
Dr. Cummings, Florence Dibell Bartlett, and Hewett residence

Box 1 Folder AC05.03
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Oliver Seth's file: SAR correspondence 1956-1957 
Harriett B. Rolshoven, Anthony J. Albert, Boaz Long, Dr. Fisher,

Will of Gertrude D. S. Thompson, Horace M. Albright, William
Wallace Postlethwaite, Miss Avery, Dudley T. Easby, Jr., Margretta S.
Dietrich, and Florence Dibell Bartlett

Box 1 Folder AC05.04

Oliver Seth's file: SAR correspondence 1958 
Boaz Long, Horace M. Albright, Wayne L. Mauzy, and Mitchell A.

Wilder

Box 1 Folder AC05.05

Oliver Seth's file: SAR correspondence 1959 
John T. Watson, Wayne L. Mauzy, Boaz Long, Joseph M.

Montoya, Jose Ma. De Areliza, John Gaw Meem, Theodore Van
Soelen, John Berkey, Margretta S. Dietrich, Ethel Vandenberg, Boaz
Long, Mrs. Manuel Sanchez, Parker Wilson, Robert E. Mckee,
Angelico Chavez, Laura Gilpin, Waldo H. Rogers, Fred Wendorf, and
Edward M. Weyer, Jr.

Box 1 Folder AC05.06

Oliver Seth's file: SAR correspondence 1960 
Walter W. Taylor, John Gaw Meem, Fred Wendorf, Parker

Wilson, Horace W. Albright, the Finck Library, Boaz Long, Ruth E.
Rambo, Edward M. Weyer, Jr, K. Ross Tolle, and Montgomery Bradley

Box 1 Folder AC05.07

Oliver Seth's file: SAR correspondence 1961 
Boaz Long, Parker Wilson, John Gaw Meem, Edward M. Weyer,

Jr., Erik K. Reed, the Finck Library, Edward Everett Wheeler, III,
Herbert W. Clark, Amelia Elizabeth White, donation of Miss White’s
property to the School of American Research, John T. Watson, Abby
White Howells, I. Howard Wardlaw, Bylaws of Laboratory of
Anthropology, Inc., 1939, and K. Ross Toole

Box 1 Folder AC05.08

Oliver Seth's file: SAR correspondence 1962-1966 
Edward M. Weyer, Jr., donation of Amelia Elizabeth White’s

property to the School of America Research, list of communications
between the School of American Research and Museum of New
Mexico concerning collections and inventory from1960-1961, Parker
Wilson, Bruce Ellis, K. Ross Toole, Abby White Howells, Frank C.
Rand, Jr., John T. Watson, Fred Wendorf, Fremont F. Ellis, and Bruce
Ellis

Box 1 Folder AC05.09

Oliver Seth's file: SAR Executive Committee Meetings, 1951—1957  
The former AC33 Oliver Seth Collection was merged into AC05

to become what is now the J.O. and Oliver Seth Papers. The SAR
correspondence files continue with the files from AC33 which have
been integrated into AC05 and are found at the end of this list.
There are three correspondence files, AC05.40, formerly AC33.021,
is the first and includes correspondence from 1962-1963. AC05.41,
formerly AC33.022, has correspondence from 1964-1969, and
AC05.42, formerly AC33.023, is the final file and has
correspondence from 1970-1973.

Box 1 Folder AC05.10

Oliver Seth's file: SAR Executive Committee Meetings, 1958 Box 1 Folder AC05.11

Oliver Seth's file: SAR Executive Committee Meetings, 1959 Box 1 Folder AC05.12

Oliver Seth's file: SAR Executive Committee Meetings, 1960 Box 2 Folder AC05.13
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Oliver Seth's file: SAR Executive Committee Meetings, 1961 Box 2 Folder AC05.14

Oliver Seth's file: SAR Executive Committee Meetings, 1962 Box 2 Folder AC05.15

Oliver Seth's file: SAR Legal, Misc., 1951—1961 
Later SAR Executive Committee Meetings records are found

with the files from AC33 which have been integrated into AC05 and
are found at the end of this list. Two files include these records:
AC05.43, formerly AC33.024, and AC05.44, formerly AC33.025.

Box 2 Folder AC05.16

Oliver Seth's file: SAR Legal, Misc.—Re State of New Mexico Box 2 Folder AC05.17

Oliver Seth's file: SAR Legal, Misc. –Will of E. L. Hewett Box 2 Folder AC05.18

Oliver Seth's file: SAR Legal, Misc. - Warranty deed concerning Reginald
& Lula Fisher 

Box 2 Folder AC05.19

Oliver Seth's file: SAR Legal, Misc. - Lab of Anthropology Box 2 Folder AC05.20

Oliver Seth's file: SAR Legal, Misc. - Re property transactions, Tsianiana
Blackstone, and the La Cuma subdivision  

Box 2 Folder AC05.21

Oliver Seth's file: SAR Misc., 1949—1955  Box 2 Folder AC05.22

Oliver Seth's file: Selection Committee for Director of SAR, 1955 Box 2 Folder AC05.23

Oliver Seth's file: Selection Committee for Director of Museum, 1956 Box 2 Folder AC05.24

Oliver Seth's file: Selection Committee for Director of Museum, 1957 Box 2 Folder AC05.25

Oliver Seth's file: Archaeological Society of New Mexico, 1955 Box 2 Folder AC05.26

Oliver Seth's file: Ruth Elvin’s occupancy of Hewett House, 1960, with
earlier documents 

Box 3 Folder AC05.27

Oliver Seth's file: MNM Correspondence, 1951—1957 Box 3 Folder AC05.28

Oliver Seth's file: MNM Correspondence, 1958—1962 Box 3 Folder AC05.29

Oliver Seth's file: MNM Legal, Misc., 1949—1961  Box 3 Folder AC05.30

Oliver Seth's file: MNM Minutes of meetings, 1954 –1961 Box 3 Folder AC05.31

Oliver Seth's file: MNM - Misc., 1951—1963 Box 3 Folder AC05.32

Oliver Seth's file: MNM - "Wertz matter," 1958 Box 3 Folder AC05.33

Oliver Seth's file: MNM - Reorganization proposal/outline, 1959, by
Bruce T. Ellis 

Box 3 Folder AC05.34

Oliver Seth's file: MNM - Reports, 10-year plan for Anthropology, n/d, by
Fred Wendorf 

Box 3 Folder AC05.35

Oliver Seth's file: MNM - Reports, Fine Arts Program, 1955-1959,
including material from R. Fisher and Frederick Black  

Box 3 Folder AC05.36

Oliver Seth's file: MNM - Reports, Folk Art Museum, 1953 - 1963 Box 3 Folder AC05.37

Oliver Seth's file: MNM - The Wilder Report, 1958 Box 3 Folder AC05.38

Oliver Seth’s file, formerly AC33.020: SAR - Articles of Incorporation
and Bylaws, 1917 – 1969 

Box 3 Folder AC05.39

Oliver Seth’s file, formerly AC33.021: SAR - Correspondence, 1962 -
1963 

Correspondence by or concerning John Gaw Meem, Bruce T.
Ellis, Ed Weyer, Jr., Oliver Seth, Charles H. Corlett, Wayne L. Mauzy,
Tom L. Popejoy, Parker Wilson, Merle Clark, Bennet Harvey, Frank

Box 3 Folder AC05.40
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Springer, Kenneth Ross Toole, Gertrude Hill, and SAR Annual Report,
1963

Oliver Seth’s file, formerly AC33.022: SAR- Correspondence, 1964-
1969 

Correspondence by or concerning Edward M. Weyer, Jr., Richard
B. Stark, Parker Wilson, Kenneth M. Chapman, John Gaw Meem,
John T. Watson, Faith Meem, Tsianina Blackstone, Alfred E. Dittert,
Jr., Eugene B. McCluney, Fred C. Hannah, Henry R. Hoyt, J. C.
Woolley, and W. J. Keller

Box 3 Folder AC05.41

Oliver Seth’s file, formerly AC33.023: SAR - Correspondence,
1970-1973 

Correspondence by or concerning J. C. Woolley, W. B. Kelly,
Douglas Schwartz, Parker Wilson, Daniel T. Kelly, Jr., Henry Hoyt,
and Leland Thompson.

Box 4 Folder AC05.42

Oliver Seth's file, formerly AC33.024: SAR Executive Committee
Meetings, 1968-1969 

Box 4 Folder AC05.43

Oliver Seth's file, formerly AC33.025: SAR Executive Committee
Meetings, 1970 – 1974 

Box 4 Folder AC05.44

Oliver Seth's file, formerly AC33.026: SAR Personnel Committee Box 4 Folder AC05.45

Oliver Seth's file, formerly AC33.027: SAR Committees – Miscellaneous Box 4 Folder AC05.46

Oliver Seth's file, formerly AC33.028: Minutes of Joint Meetings of MNM
and SAR Negotiating Committees, 1972-1973 

Box 4 Folder AC05.47

Oliver Seth's file, formerly AC33.029: Review of the Year’s Activities,
1968 - 1969 and 1969-1970 

Box 4 Folder AC05.48

Oliver Seth's file, formerly AC33.030: SAR Annual Reports, 1971 –
1972 

Box 4 Folder AC05.49

Oliver Seth’s file, formerly AC33.031: SAR Financial Reports, 1969 and
1973-1974 

Box 4 Folder AC05.50

Oliver Seth’s file, formerly AC33.032: Merger of Indian Arts Fund, Inc.
with SAR, 1963-1965 

Box 4 Folder AC05.51

Oliver Seth’s file, formerly AC33.033: Merger of Laboratory of
Anthropology, Inc. with SAR, 1963 

Box 4 Folder AC05.52

Oliver Seth’s file, formerly AC33.034: Papers Relating to Tsianina
Blackstone and Mrs. E.L. Hewett 

Box 4 Folder AC05.53

Oliver Seth’s file, formerly AC33.035: Spanish Colonial Art Inventory,
January 1969 

Box 4 Folder AC05.54

Oliver Seth’s file, formerly AC33.036: Obituaries for Julien Seth and
Oliver Seth 

Box 4 Folder AC05.55
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