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Collection Summary

Title Alfred Vincent Kidder Papers
Dates (Inclusive) 1926-1935
Abstract Alfred Vincent (A.V.) Kidder (1885-1963) was a well-known archaeologist working

in the American Southwest. Kidder was active in the establishment of the
Laboratory of Anthropology, Inc. and served as chairman of the board until 1935.
The collection contains correspondence of A.V. Kidder during 1926-1935, covering
a range of his activities and archaeological interests in the Southwest.

Collection Number AC08

Size 71 file folders in 3 document boxes (1.25 linear feet)
Repository School for Advanced Research
Languages English

Biography / History

Alfred Vincent (A.V.) Kidder, 1885-1963, was one of three Harvard University students recruited for Edgar Lee Hewett's
first field school in 1907, returning for the 1908 survey of Mesa Verde and further work in the Southwest from 1909-1915. In
1915, the year after he received his PhD, he began excavations at Pecos Pueblo, funded by the R.S. Peabody Foundation in
Massachusetts that continued until 1929. At Pecos Pueblo Kidder pioneered techniques that have become standard in
archaeological practice. Kidder organized the first Pecos Conference, an enduring tradition, and established the first cultural
chronology in the Southwest, the Pecos Classification. After 1929, Kidder worked for the Carnegie Institution of Washington
until 1950, and was a member of the faculty of the Peabody Museum at Harvard from 1939-1951. He was one of the
founders, in 1951, of the New World Archaeological Foundation. Kidder was active in the establishment of the Laboratory of
Anthropology, Inc. and served as chairman of the board until 1935. A.V. Kidder was among the most respected of American
archaeologists of his time.

Scope and Content

The collection contains correspondence of A.V. Kidder from 1926-1935, covering a range of his activities and
archaeological interests in the Southwest. Kidder was active in the establishment of the Laboratory of Anthropology, Inc. and
served as chairman of the board until 1935. The collection includes correspondence with E.L. Hewett concerning the 1926
controversy over a proposed Culture Center and about the founding of the Laboratory of Anthropology, Inc. There are
documents and materials relating to the programs and activities of the Laboratory of Anthropology, Inc. including field
schools. Of interest is his correspondence with E.L. Hewett concerning relations between the Laboratory of Anthropology and
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the University of New Mexico; some materials relating to the field schools and other activities of the Laboratory of
Anthropology (see, for example, B. Haile, E. Sapir and H. Roberts files); Kidder's interest in excavating near Flagstaff,
Arizona; and the general exchange between archaeologists interested in the Southwest.

Restrictions

Access Restrictions
The collection is open for research by appointment.

Copy Restrictions
Limited duplication of print materials allowed for research purposes. User is responsible for all copyright compliance.

Preferred Citation
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Access Terms

Albright, Horace M., 1890-1987
Amsden, Charles Avery, 1899-1941
Appleget, Thomas B., 1893-1982
Austin, Mary Hunter, 1868-1934
Baker, George P.

Benedict, Ruth, 1887-1948

Bloom, Lansing Bartlett, 1880-1946
Boas, Franz, 1858-1942

Bumpus, Hermon C., 1862-1943
Burge, Margaret McKitterick
Cammerer, A.B.

Chamberlain, Selah

Chapman, Kenneth Milton, 1875-1968
Cole, Fay-Cooper, 1881-1961
Coleman, Laurence Vail

Colton, Harold Sellers, 1881-1970
Crampton, Louis C.,

Crimmins, M.L.

Cutting, Bronson M., 1888-1935
Dixon, Roland Burrage

Dodge, Homer L.

Ellis, Florence Hawley, 1906-1991
Gladwin, Harold S., 1883-1983
Greenlee, Robert
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Harvey, Ford

Harvey, Frederick H.

Hewett, Edgar Lee, 1865-1946
Hodge, Frederick Webb, 1864-1956
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Jackson, Percy
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Knaebel, Ernest
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Kroeber, Alfred Louis, 1876-1960

La Farge, Oliver

Laboratory of Anthropology, Inc.

Laura Spelman Rockefeller Memorial
Lord, Louis E.

Morley, Sylvanus Griswold, 1883-1948
Nusbaum, Jesse Logan, 1887-1975
Rawlings, Eleanor C.

Reichard, Gladys Amanda, 1893-1955
Renaud, E.B. (Etienne Bernardeau), 1880-1973
Roberts, Helen Heffron, 1888-1985
Rockefeller Foundation

Rockefeller, John D., Jr.

Sapir, Edward, 1884-1939

Scherer, James A.B.

Scott, Donald

Shepard, Anna Osler, 1903-1973
Shepard, Warren H.

Spier, Leslie, 1893-1961

Steward, Julian Haynes, 1902-1972
Strong, William Duncan, 1899-1962
Tozzer, Alfred Marston, 1877-1954
U.S. Bureau of American Ethnology
Walter, Paul A.F. (Alfred Francis), 1873-1966
Wetmore, Alexander

Wheelwright, Mary Cabot, 1878-1958
White, Amelia Elizabeth, 1878-1972
White, Leslie A., 1900-1975

Wissler, Clark

Zimmerman, James Fulton, 1887-1944

Contents List

Description Container
Albright, Horace M. 1929-31 Box 1 Folder AC08.01
Amsden, Charles Avery., 1929-1935 Box 1 Folder AC08.02
Appleget, Thomas B., 1927-1930 Box 1 Folder AC08.03
Austin, Mary Hunter, 1929 Box 1 Folder AC08.04
Baker, George P., 1929 Box 1 Folder AC08.05
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Boas, Franz, 1927, 1929 Box 1 Folder AC08.08
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Chapman, Kenneth Milton, 1927-1928 Box 1 Folder AC08.13.1
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Chapman, Kenneth Milton, 1929 - 1936
Cole, Fay-Cooper 1927-1935

Coleman, Laurence Vail 1927 - 1929
Colton, Harold Sellers, 1928-1935
Cramton, Louis C., 1929-1930
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Knaebel, Ernest 1927-1930
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Lord, Louis E., 1935
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Sapir, Edward 1928 - 1934

Scherer, James A. B., 1928-1930

Scott, Donald, 1931

Shepard, Anna 0., 1931

Shepard, H. Warren, 1934 - 1935
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Steward, Julian Haynes 1935
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Strong, W. D. 1930
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Stirling, Mathew, U. S. Bureau of American Ethnology, 1930
Van Pelt, John V. 1929
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Wetmore, Alexander 1930

Wheelwright, Mary Cabot, 1929 - 1935
Wissler, Mary V. 1931 - 1932
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Misc. correspondence 1927 - 1934
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